NEWSLETTER
No. 6 - Tuesday
13th September 2017

EXPLORE BULGARIA: NATIONAL HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Sofia, 12th September.
n the foothills of Vitosha mountain is
situated the biggest museum in Bulgaria. The National Historical Museum
has an impressive exhibition in so many
fields. Thanks to our colleagues from the
government, the eJOI teams got a chance to
spend their last hours in Sofia there. What a
better way to spend your free time after a
few competition days than to explore some
centuries-old history and play real-life
games?
The Bulgarian steps on Antarctica, museum of Bulgarian cinema, archeological finds
from various epochas, 9000 jewelry items
from 13th century and later ages, rare books
and handwritings, traditional clothing. These
are only a few of the collections that our
eJOI guests could visit in the Tuesday morning.
But surely, the most amazing part of the
National Historical Museum tour was the famous Golden treasure from Panagyurishte. It
consists of a phiale, an amphora and seven
rhytons with total weight of 6.164 kg of 24-
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karat gold. All of the objects are richly and
skilfully decorated with scenes of Thracian
myths, customs and life. It is dated from the 4th
-3rd centuries BC, and is thought to have been
used as a royal ceremonial set by the Thracian
king Seuthes III. As one of the best known surviving artifacts of Thracian culture, the treasure
has been displayed at various museums around
the world.
After the walk around the numerous collections, the eJOI participants were challenged by
our friends from Mentalist - Escape Room Multiplex. Junior programmers and guides had fun
with the interesting treasure hunting game
around NHM. They were given a list of items and
had to find them and snap them!
Thanks for the experience! Ready for a closing
ceremony and some medals awarding?
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8 GOLD, 14 SILVER AND 22 BRONZE MEDALS AND HUNDREDS OF
SMILES. THANK YOU, EJOI !
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n the evening of September 12th, in the
Aula of Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” was held the official closing
and awarding ceremony of the first European
Junior Olympiad in Informatics—eJOI. A total of
8 gold, 14 silver and 22 bronze medals were
handed to the most talented young programmers of all 22 participating countries, members
of the Council of Europe.
First in the ranking by number of points and a
gold medalist of eJOI is Nikoloz Birkadze
(Georgia). Certainly the most successful team
at the first edition of eJOI was Russia with a total of three gold medals for Ildar Gainullin, Egor
Lifar and Aleksander Shekhovtsov. The other
contestants awarded with gold medals were
Martin Kopchev (Bulgaria), Kresimir Nezmah
(Croatia), Sofiia Melnyk (Ukraine) and Matei
Tinca (Romania).

The official closing ceremony of eJOI was attended by Prof. Dr. Anastas Gerdzhikov, Dean
of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, host
of the event, as well as by the Deputy Prime
Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria Tomislav
Donchev.
“I would like to thank everyone here that the
first European Junior Olympiad in Informatics is
taking place in Bulgaria“, said in his speech
Prof. Dr. Anastas Gerdzhikov, Dean of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. He expressed
gratitude to everyone who contributed to the
success of eJOI and admitted that he is happy
to see Bulgaria being a pioneer in the field
again.

The honorees of silver medals of eJOI are:
Daniil Ostashev, Nazarii Denha and Maksym Nikitenko (Ukraine),Tiberiu-Ioan Musat, GeorgeAlexandru Rapeanu and Matei-Mihai Mirica
(Romania), Zahari Marinov and Konstantin Kamenov (Bulgaria), Teimuraz Toloraia and Ioane
Kapanadze (Georgia), Fedor Kuyanov (Russia),
Anastasios Panagopoulos (Greece), Charalambos Georgiou (Cyprus) and Patrik Pavic
(Croatia). Three of the Bulgarian contestants
from the second Bulgarian team, participating
off the ranking – Marin Yordanov, Andon Todorov and Dobrin Bashev also deserved silver
medals.
Bronze medalists of eJOI are Dorijan Lendvaj
and Eugen Bosnyak (Croatia), Erwin Deng and
Gregorie Le Corre (France), Samvel Andreasyan
(Armenia), Abutalib Namazov (Azerbaijan), Victor Melinceanu (Moldova), Andres Alumets
(Estonia), Giorgi Kobakhia (Georgia), Veljko
Radic and Aleksa Miljkovic (Serbia), Admir Zatega (Bosna and Herzegovina), Darijan Shekerov
(The Former Yogoslav Republic of Macedonia),
Evangelos Pipis (Greece), Anna Lili Horvath and
Marcell Balazs Kovacs (Hungary), Viktor Kozhuharov and Georgi Petkov (Bulgaria), Panagiotis Chatzimichos (Cyprus) and Christos Falas
(Cyprus). All four contestants of the team of
Poland – Mikolaj Wolinski, Mikolaj Bulge,
Dominik Wawszczak and Krzysztof Olejniczak
were also awarded with bronze medals.
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The Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of
Bulgaria Tomislav Donchev congratulated the
organizers for all the efforts they have made in
order for eJOI to happen in the best possible
way. “This is an investment of the most valuable
type – an investment in human capital“, said
Donchev. “When you have a command of a programming language, you can create new worlds
and you are much closer to the rhythm of the
universe. If you are really good programmers,
you can really create new worlds”, added
Donchev.

from many other countries members of the
Council of Europe, the talented young people got
acquainted with the cultural and historical heritage of Bulgaria by visiting some of the most
prominent places of interest in Sofia and Plovdiv. (Read more about their daily programs and
visits in the other, previous issues of the eJOI
Newsletter—find them here). Together they became part of a milestone event in the area of
information technologies.

In each of the two contest days – September 9th
and 11th – held in Forum “John Atanasoff” at Sofia Tech Park, the contestants had to solve three
problems in informatics with the total number of
points that they could possibly collect being 600
for both days. The results were followed in real
time on eJOI website. The most emotional moment of eJOI was the very end of the contest at
1:00PM on September 11th when the system automatically terminated and the contestants met
their team leaders for the first time impatiently
sharing impressions, success and disappointment. To greet them in person minutes after the
finale arrived the President of the Republic of
Bulgaria for 2012-2017 Rosen Plevneliev. He
talked to the contestants and team leaders and
was the first to congratulate the number one in
the ranking.

Excited by the successful closing of the Olympiad and the honor to be the first elected
President of eJOI, Prof. Krassimir Manev, part
of the Initiative Committee said: “The best
young programmers of Europe are gathered
here today.” “I`m exceptionally content with
how eJOI was held”, concluded Prof. Manev.
During the ceremony it was announced that
the next host country of eJOI will be
Russia. Russia is the country with the best
team performance in the first edition of the
Olympiad.
A week has passed full of unforgettable emotions and new experiences for all participants!
Besides having the chance to benchmark their
knowledge and skills in competitive programming with their mates aged up to 15.5 years
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The organizers of eJOI would like to extend their gratitude to: the Bulgarian members
of the European Parliament who endorse the initiative; the hosts: Bulgarian Ministry of
Education and Science, Sofia Capital Municipality, Sofia Tech Park and Sofia University
“St. Kliment Ohridski”;
the gold sponsors: Abrites, America for Bulgaria Foundation and Telelink;
the silver sponsors: SAP, Telerik Academy, Chaos Group, Georgi Chilikov Foundation and
Milara International;
the bronze sponsors: Walltopia, VMWare, ScaleFocus, Sirma Group, Predistic, Devin,
Ubisoft, Ciela Norma, HyperScience, Programista and Fibank[;
the corporate and individual contributors, among whom: Experian, Leanplum, Milen Manev, Yavor Kolarov, Svetlin Nakov, Valentin Mihov and the anonymous donors;
eJOI Partners – Sofia High School of Mathematics, Union of the Bulgarian Mathematicians, Plovdiv Municipality, Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of Bulgaria, Faculty
of Mathematics and Informatics, Sofia University, American University in Bulgaria, New
Bulgarian University, University of Shumen, BAIT – Bulgarian IT Association, BASSCOM Bulgarian Association of Software Companies Technologies, Digital National Alliance, CodeIT.bg, eSkills For the Future, Solitron, HP, Telus International Europe, Muzeiko, Mentalist, 365 Association, Samsonite & ATG, Si Commercial 7, ROOBAR, Leadership.bg, Bulgarian careers fair, Uspelite.bg;
eJOI Media Partners – The Bulgarian National Radio, bTV, Trud, 24 Chasa, Uspelite,
Leadership.bg, Obekti.bg, Kafene.bg, Shumenska Zarya, Strela BG.
Special thanks to the organizational, technical and scientific committee of eJOI and all
volunteers that helped during the event.

I T WAS A BLISS ! S EE YOU NEXT YEAR !
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